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1
MOTION SENSING COMBINATION LOCK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Various types of combination locks are known in the prior
art. However, what is needed is a motion sensing combination
lock that includes a plurality of sensors disposed upon a lock
body, each of said plurality of sensors sensible of obstructions
rendered most proximal thereto, wherein position of a user’s
hand or finger, for example, most proximal particular ones of
the plurality of sensors over a preset sequence enables entry
of a touch-free combination code and, therefore, touch-free
operation of a lock.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a motion sensing combi-
nation lock, and more particularly, to a motion sensing com-
bination lock that includes a plurality of sensors disposed
upon a lock body, each of said plurality of sensors sensible of
obstructions rendered most proximal thereto, wherein posi-
tion of a user’s hand or finger, for example, most proximal
particular ones of the plurality of sensors over a preset
sequence enables entry of a touch-free combination code and,
therefore, touch-free operation of a lock.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The general purpose of the motion sensing combination
lock, described subsequently in greater detail, is to provide a
motion sensing combination lock which has many novel fea-
tures that result in a motion sensing combination lock which
is not anticipated, rendered obvious, suggested, or even
implied by prior art, either alone or in combination thereof.

The present motion sensing combination lock has been
devised to enable touch-free entry, or touch-free access, into
an area or enclosure, as case may be. The present motion
sensing combination lock enables operation of a lock without
a user having to effect direct contact with said lock. A touch-
free combination code is enterable by interaction with a plu-
rality of sensors disposed upon a lock body, whereby a spe-
cific sequential interaction with a sequential number of said
plurality of sensors enables operation of the lock.

The motion sensing combination lock is envisioned for use
anywhere direct contact with a lock is undesirable, such as in
a public restroom, for example. However, additional uses are
contemplated, the motion sensing combination lock enabling
expedient entry, or access, to a restricted area or enclosure, as
case may be.

The present motion sensing combination lock, therefore,
includes a lock body having a plurality of sensors disposed
thereupon. In the preferred embodiment herein disclosed, the
lock body is contemplated as a circular lock body with the
plurality of sensors disposed circumferentially thereon. The
lock body may have two faces, disposed on either side of a
door, for example, or be disposed with a single face on one
side of the door (such as when used in stalls in a public
restroom, for example). The lock body is contemplated to be
substantially the same on each face, therefore the following
description is directed to a single face of the lock body, but it
should be understood that where the lock body is used with a
face disposed on each side of a door, to enable restricted
access to both sides of said door, the lock body may be
substantially the same on either side.

Each of the plurality of sensors, therefore, is sensible of
obstructions rendered proximal thereto. Each of the plurality
of sensors is disposed to activate a corresponding one of a
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plurality of Light Emitting Diodes (“LEDs”) disposed upon
the lock body when an obstruction is sensed most proximal
thereto. Thus imposition of a finger or hand of a user, for
example, most proximal one of the plurality of sensors causes
illumination of one of a plurality of LEDs signifying the
sensor has been “activated”—that is, that the particular sensor
has sensed the obstruction most proximally imposed thereto.

Each of the plurality of sensors may operate by detection of
an object disposed within a maximum range in front of each
of said sensors by means of infrared emissions, by optical
recognition—such as when a field of view is completely, or
proportionately, obscured for example—or by other optical
sensing means known in the art.

A touch-free combination code is therefore enterable by
activation of at least two of the plurality of sensors in a
specific sequence. Thus, a user is enabled access to an area or
enclosure by entering a touch-free combination code to oper-
ate the motion sensing combination lock. The touch-free
combination code, therefore, may comprise a shape delimited
between any number of the plurality of sensors activated
according to a specific sequence. For example, a user may
activate a first sensor, and then move a hand in a circular
clockwise fashion to sequentially activate each of the plural-
ity of sensors to open the lock. Alternately, for example, the
user could activate a first sensor and then move a hand in a
counterclockwise fashion to sequentially activate each of the
plurality of sensors to subsequently engage the lock.

Moreover, additional shapes are contemplated, as settable
to maintain a specific, programmable, touch-free combina-
tion code. For example, a user may activate a sequence of
sensors in the shape of a pentagram, say, starting at a first
sensor to sequentially activate five of the plurality of sensors
according to the points of a pentagram rendered in the air
most proximal each of five of the plurality of sensors. Alter-
nately, each of the plurality of LEDs may be enumerated, or
illuminate a number, whereby a numerical code is enterable
and illuminable when sequentially relevant sensors are acti-
vated.

It is contemplated that the plurality of sensors may change
color subsequent activation to visibly signal entry of a correct
and alternately an incorrect touch-free combination code.
Thus, the plurality of sensors may illuminate yellow during
activation, for example, and turn green upon successful entry
of'the respective touch-free combination code. Said plurality
of LEDs may alternately turn to red if an incorrect touch-free
combination code is entered, for example. Additional color
changes to signal operation of the motion sensing combina-
tion lock are contemplated.

To program a respective touch-free combination code into
a particular motion sensing combination lock, a touch-free
override code is contemplated. The touch-free override code
is enterable to enable setting of a new touch-free combination
code. The touch-free override code may include, for example,
entering the touch-free combination code twice in a row, or
may include a separate code enterable to program a new code
into the device, for example.

For use of the motion sensing combination lock in public
restroom stalls, and elsewhere as desired, a manual mecha-
nism may be included to effect manual operation of the lock,
whereby a user is enabled manual operation of the lock, as
desired, should the touch-free combination code be ineffec-
tive, or to enable egress without having to input a touch-free
combination code.

Thus has been broadly outlined the more important fea-
tures of the present motion sensing combination lock so that
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the detailed description thereof that follows may be better
understood and in order that the present contribution to the art
may be better appreciated.

Objects of the present motion sensing combination lock,
along with various novel features that characterize the inven-
tion are particularly pointed out in the claims forming a part of
this disclosure. For better understanding of the motion sens-
ing combination lock, its operating advantages and specific
objects attained by its uses, refer to the accompanying draw-
ings and description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
Figures

FIG. 1 is a front view of a lock body.

FIG. 2 is an isometric exploded view of a lock body.

FIG. 3 is an isometric exploded view of a lock body.

FIG. 4 is rear view of a lock body installed upon a door.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of an example embodiment of the
method effecting operation of a touch-free combination lock
by manual action effected proximal the lock body in range of
a plurality of sensors.

FIG. 6 is a logic diagram of an example embodiment of the
method effecting operation of the touch-free combination
lock.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular
FIGS. 1 through 6 thereof, example of the instant motion
sensing combination lock employing the principles and con-
cepts of the present motion sensing combination lock and
generally designated by the reference numeral 10 will be
described.

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 6 an example embodiment of
the present motion sensing combination lock 10 is illustrated.

The present motion sensing combination lock 10 has been
devised to enable touch-free operation of a lock. The term
“touch-free” as used throughout this specification is taken to
mean that no direct contact is required to manipulate opera-
tion of the lock.

The present motion sensing combination lock 10, there-
fore, includes a plurality of sensors 22 disposed upon a lock
body 20, each of said plurality of sensors 22 disposed sensible
of proximal obstructions, whereby position of a person’s
hand, or other proximal obstruction, is sensible by each of the
plurality of sensors 22 to enable entry of a touch-free combi-
nation code sequentially applied between at least two of the
plurality of sensors 22 whereby touch-free operation of the
lock 10 is enabled.

The motion sensing combination lock 10 includes a lock
body 20 disposed to engage a lock and secure entry through a
door or restrict access to an area or an enclosure, as case may
be. A plurality of sensors 22 is disposed upon the lock body
20, each of said plurality of sensors 22 sensible of obstruc-
tions proximally imposed thereto. In the preferred embodi-
ment herein disclosed, the lock body 20 is contemplated to be
circular and each of the plurality of sensors 22 is anteriorly
disposed circumferentially upon the lock body 20.

A plurality of Light Emitting Diodes (“LEDs”) 24 is dis-
posed upon the lock body 20, each of said plurality of LEDs
24 illuminable to signal activation of an associated one of the
plurality of sensors 22. Each of the plurality of LEDs 24 may
signal illumination between a plurality of colors, whereby
activation of a particular one of the plurality of sensors 22 is
signaled by illumination of an associated LED 24 by position
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4

of'an obstruction (such as a finger of a user, for example) most
proximal thereto relative any other of the plurality of sensors
22, said LED 24 illuminating a first color when the sensor is
activated and changing color when the successful touch-free
combination code is entered or, alternately, changing color
when an incorrect touch-free combination code is entered.

For example, each LED 24 may illuminate yellow signal-
ing activation of each of the plurality of sensors 22. When the
correct sequence of sensors 22 is activated by proximal
obstruction sequentially applied between each of a relevant
number of the plurality of sensors 22, the illuminated LEDs
24 may illuminate green, signaling access is granted and the
lock 10 is unlocked. Alternatively, each LED 24 may illumi-
nate yellow, for example, and at the unsuccessful completion
ofthe relevant touch-free combination code, some or all of the
plurality of LEDs 24 may illuminate red to signal access is not
granted and the lock 10 is locked.

Thus, the plurality of LEDs 24 signal color changes to a
user to communicate the status of the lock 10.

A manual mechanism 26 is included enabling manual
operation of the lock 10 when desired. The manual mecha-
nism 26 is included for use of the motion sensing combination
lock 10 with public lavatories, for example, wherein users
may have the option of touch-free operation of the lock 10.

The touch-free combination is settable to enable a specific
motion to effect locking and unlocking of the motion sensing
combination lock 10, for example, a sequential activation of
each of the plurality of sensors 22 in a clockwise direction to
effect locking of the lock 10, and a sequential activation of
each of the plurality of sensors 22 in a counterclockwise
direction to effect unlocking of the lock 10, each of which
actions are readily accomplished by waving a hand proximal
the lock body 20 in each of a clockwise and counterclockwise
direction respectively.

Additional shapes or patterns are contemplated wherein a
particular shape is drawn by a user’s hand when operating the
motion sensing combination lock 10. For example, tracing a
pentagram, say, between five of the plurality of sensors 22
starting at a specific one of the plurality of sensors 22 and
moving in a preset direction would enter a particular five
point touch-free combination code. Moreover, each of the
plurality of LEDs may be rendered numerically, or otherwise
enumerated, whereby a particular numeric code is enterable
to effect operation of the motion sensing combination lock
10. Additional examples should be obvious to anyone of any
skill in the art.

In the preferred embodiment herein disclosed it is contem-
plated that each of the plurality of sensors 22 is sensible of
proximal obstructions by means of infrared light emissions.
When an object (such as a hand or finger of a user) is sensed
within a maximum distance from each sensor 22, the sensor
22 activates a corresponding LED 24 to signal recognition of
the obstruction directed at a particular sensor 22. The user is
thus signaled to input the next action of the touch-free com-
bination code.

Additional embodiments are contemplated that include
optical sensing means, whereby a proximal obstruction is
sensed by each of the plurality of sensors 22 optically recog-
nizing the imposition of an obstruction, such as a hand or digit
of'a user, by proportional coverage of a filed of view.

Thus movement of any obstruction proximal the plurality
of sensors 22 in a specific pattern between at least two of the
plurality of sensors 22 enables touch-free entry of a touch-
free combination code whereby the operation of unlocking
and locking a lock 10 is enabled.

It is contemplated that a touch-free override code is
included, said touch-free override code enabling programing
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of'a new touch-free combination code for use with the motion
sensing combination lock 10. For example, a user may enter
the touch-free combination code twice to reprogram the
motion sensing combination lock 10, as desired, or another
touch-free override code may be required after the lock 10 is
successfully opened.

The present motion sensing combination lock 10 may also
include a switch sensor 28, disposed upon the lock body 20,
whereby imposition of a proximal obstruction relative thereto
switches the operation of the lock 10 from touch-free opera-
tion to manual operation. In the preferred embodiment herein
disclosed, the switch sensor 28 is disposed in a depression
upon the lock body 20 whereby imposition of a proximal
obstruction is rendered only when a person places a finger
tangentially relative the lock body 20 and proximal said
switch sensor 28, as opposed to entry of the touch-free com-
bination code, which requires proximal obstructions imposed
anteriorly relative the lock body 20.

What is claimed is:

1. A motion sensing combination lock comprising a plu-
rality of sensors sensible of proximal obstructions whereby
movement of any obstruction proximal the plurality of sen-
sors in a specific sequence between at least two of the plural-
ity of sensors enables touch-free entry of a touch-free com-
bination code whereby the operation of unlocking and
locking the lock is enabled.

2. The motion sensing combination lock of claim 1 further
comprising a plurality of Light Emitting Diodes disposed
upon the lock body, each of said plurality of Light Emitting
Diodes illuminable to signal activation of a corresponding
one of the plurality of sensors.

3. The motion sensing combination lock of claim 2 further
comprising a manual mechanism effecting locking and
unlocking of the lock.

4. The motion sensing combination lock of claim 3 wherein
the touch-free combination code is programmable subse-
quent entry of a touch-free override code.

5. The motion sensing combination lock of claim 4 wherein
the plurality of sensors is disposed circumferentially around a
circular lock body.

6. The motion sensing combination lock of claim 5 further
comprising a switch sensor sensible of proximal obstruction
whereby the lock is switchable between manual operation
and touch-free operation.
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7. A motion sensing combination lock comprising:

a lock body;

a plurality of sensors disposed upon the lock body, each of
said plurality of sensors sensible of proximal obstruc-
tions;

aplurality of Light Emitting Diodes disposed upon the lock
body, each of said plurality of Light Emitting Diodes
illuminable to signal activation of an associated one of
the plurality of sensors; and

a manual mechanism enabling manual operation of the
lock;

wherein movement of any obstruction proximal the plural-
ity of sensors in a specific pattern sequentially applied
between at least two of the plurality of sensors enables
touch-free entry of a touch-free combination code
whereby the operation of unlocking and locking the lock
is enabled.

8. The motion sensing combination lock of claim 7 wherein
the plurality of sensors is sensible of proximal obstructions by
emissions of infrared light.

9. The motion sensing combination lock of claim 7 wherein
the plurality of sensors is sensible of proximal obstructions by
optical recognition within a field of view.

10. A method of entering a touch-free combination code to
a motion sensing combination lock comprising the steps of:

programming the motion sensing combination lock to
accept a specific sequence of obstructions sensed proxi-
mal particular ones of a plurality of sensors disposed
upon a lock body, said specific sequence of obstructions
delimiting a touch-free combination code;

activating the motion sensing combination lock;

positioning a hand or digit of a hand proximal a relevant
one of the plurality of sensors whereby the touch-free
combination code is initiated;

moving said hand or digit to be proximal the next one ofthe
plurality of sensors sequentially delimiting the touch-
free combination code; and

moving said hand or digit in sequence proximal each of the
sensors selectable to complete the touch-free combina-
tion code;

wherein entry of said touch-free combination code enables
touch-free operation of the motion sensing combination
lock.



